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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
East Greenwicn, (R. I.) Aprit 27, 1826. 


Messrs. Editors,—In the Universalist Magazine of 
the 22d inst. appeared a piece with the title, “Conclu- 
sive Arzuments in favor of the Salvation of all Men.” 
The following answer to that communication was writ- 
ten by wne who occasionally reads the Magazine, and 
its insertion is requested by a subscriber. 


In order to reason conclusively on any subject, it is 
necessary that the premises be fairly laid, and fairly 
understood. On this subject, it ought to be premised, 
(without any reference to the atonement of Christ for 
the present) Ist. That God isa perfectly holy Be- 
ing, and has a perfect right to the obedience of his 
creatures. 2d. That man, i. e. every man, is his crea- 
ture, and is disobedient. None, we think, can object 
to the premises. 

These being granted then, we take the first propo- 
sition, viz. ‘*God would save all men, but could not.” 
This proposition does not “rob him of the attribute of 
power’’—for the question is not whether he has, abso- 
lutely, strength or power enough to save all men, bat 
whether he can save all men, consistently with his per- 
fect holiness. Reasoning from these premises we main- 
tain, that although he desires or wills the salvation of 
all men, (in itself considered) because he delighteth in 
mercy; yet he not only cannot save all men, but can- 
not save one. 

To the premises above laid down, let us add these, 
viz. Ist. Christ has made such an atonement, ‘That 
God can be just, and yet the justifier of every one that 
believeth.» 2d. Since he can save every one that be- 
lieveth, his benevolence prompts him to do it, and he 
will do it. 3d. But no man will believe, (i. e. evan- 
gelically) without a divine influence upon his heart. 

With these premises, we adopt the 2d proposition, 
viz. **He could save all men, but would not” In do- 
ing this, we do not “rob him of his goodness.” For 
bis goodness is displayed in a manner sufficiently clear, 
in providing, and offering the “‘great salvation,’ —and 
since all reject it, he may, without any impeachment 
of his gooduess, refuse in what instances he pleases, to 
grant that divine influence which alone can make a 
sinner believe in an evangelical sense. 
fore, *Shath mercy on whom he will have mercy.” 

Should it be said that injfinife goodness must neces- 
sarily confer happiness in every possible case, we re- 
ply that infinile power, must then, have created every 
thing which could possibly exist. But ifinfinite power 
is limited in its operatians by infinite wisdom—so also 
is infinite mercy. 

Apply the reasoning in those “Conelusive Argu- 
ments” to the earthly happiness of all men—lay dowa 
the three propositions, substituting the words confer 
perfect temporal happiness upon all men, for the words, 
“sare all men.” ‘T'hus, Ist. God would confer perfect 
temporal happiness upon all men, but could not; or 
2d. He could confer perfect temporal happiness upon 
all men but would not. The result of the reasoning 
must be, that there ever has been, is now, and ever shal! 
be perfect happiness enjoyed by al} men on earth, i. e 
that there is not, and cannot be any misery on earth. 
Now since femporal good is as truly a good as eternal, 
and femporal evil as truly an eril as eternal ;—since 
God rules in temporal, as absolutely as in efernal 
things—if there aclually 7s any human misery on earth, 
God (according to the reasoning in those ‘* Conclusive 


“He,” there- | 











Argumeuts”) either lacks power to make men perfect- 
ly happy in time, and therefore it certainly cannot be 
safe to trust in him for elernity ;—or else is destitute 
of goodness, and therefore not wortby of our love. 
MACLEONE. 


An Examination of the foregoing reasoning. 


Sir,— You say: “The question is not whether (God) 
has, absolutely, strength or power enough to save all 
men, but whether he can save all men, consistently 
with his perfect holiness.” You then proceed to prove 
that he cannot even save any; but in room of suc- 
ceeding in this attempt, you, without intending it, 
make out that he can and will save all men. You 
say, on your own premises, that God ‘ wills the Sal- 
vation of all men (in itself considered) because he de 
lighteth in mercy.”? The mercy of God then is in fa- 
vor of the salvation of all men. This, Sir, you must 
allow, for you contend, that because God delighteth 
in mercy he wills the salvation of all men ; which cer 
tainly could not be, if divine mercy were opposed to 
the salvation of any. But here you will call me to 
consider your question, wiz. ‘Can he save all men, 
consistently with his perfect holiness?” You, Sir, 
have furnished the answer in the affirmative, by two 
infallible evidences. ist. Your own premises allow 
that divine mercy is in favor of the salvation of all 
men ; & certain it is, and it will by all be allowed, that 
there is nothing contrary to “‘perfect holiness” ia divine 
mercy. The conclusion then is inevitable ; he can 
consistently with perfect holiness save all men. 2d. 
Your premises allow that, in unison with divine mer- 
cy, God wills the salvation of all men. But will you 
or any other sober man deny the perfect holiness of 
God’s will? The perfect holiness of this divine will 
in the salvation of all men being granted, it follows 
without controversy, that God can and will save all 
men perfectly in conformity to his holiness. 

My dear Sir, if your own reasoning confounds you, 
will you endeavor to compose your mind by turning 
the premises the other way? As by allowing the per- 
fect holiness of God, you find the argument to result in 
the salvation of all men, a thing to which, no doubt 
you seriously object, let it be supposed that the divine 
Being is not perfectly holy. What now must follow? 
Would it be possible for an unholy God ever to bring 
his moral creatures to a state of perfect holiness? Eve- 
ry one must see that this would be impossible. Now, 
Sir, look calmly and steadily at this subject, and judge 
if the following reasoning be not correct. Ist. What 
state isa state of salvation? Answer, a state of holi- 
ness. 2d. What is that state from which men need to 
be saved? Answer, a state of unholiness. 3d. Is 
God perfectly holy? He is, Then it cannot be rea- 
sonably doubted that God can make al] men holy in 
consistency with his holiness. On the other hand; if 
we contend that God will continue his creatures eter- 
nally in an unsaved state, he must continue them eter- 
nally in an unholy state which would be consistent 
only with an unholy God! 

In your added premises you maintain other conclu- 
sive proofs of the affirmative of your main question, 
viz. “Can God save all mza, consistently with his per- 
fect holiness?” You there contend that “Christ has 
nade such an atonement, that God can be just and 
vet the justifier of every one that believeth.” And 





you furthermore contend that Goc exerts an influence 


| 


on the minds of men, by which they are brougiit te 
exercise evangelical faith in Christ. . Look carefully 
and see the amount of these premises. Was it consis- 
tent with perfect holiness for Christ to make such an 
atonement, that God could be just and yet the justificr 
of him that believeth? You answer this question in 
the affirmative. So far then, as this first proposition 
goes, it favors the fact that God can save all men, con- 
sistently with his perfect holiness. 2d. Is it consis- 
tent with perfect holiness for God to exert such an in- 
fluence on the mind of an unbeliever as will bring him 
to believe? This you willnotdeny. Then the con- 
clusion is unavoidable, that God can, in accordance 
with his perfect holiness, exert this indispensable influ- 
ence on all men and bring them to exercise evangeli- 
cal faith in Christ. You will find it difficult to avoid 
these conclusions while you abide by your premises ; 
for if all men are in one moral condition, and you al- 
low that God can, consistently with his perfect holi- 
ness, exert an influence on any to cause them to be- 
lieve in Christ, will you undertake to make it appear 
that it would be unholy in God to make all men obed- 
ient unto faith? State this subject in its most simple 
form. ‘There are two persons exactly in one condi- 
tion, and that in every relation in which they are sil- 
nated. These two persons stand in need of your as- 
sistance, and you acknowledge that you can, consis- 
tently with your character assist one of them; does it 
not follow, necessarily, that you can assist them both, 
consistently with your character? It really seems dif- 
ficult to state a more self-evident proposition, and in 
fact it is doubted that one more self-evident can be 
stated. However palpably the unsoundness of your 
reasoning appears, to which attention has been paid, 
it does not, in that respect, very materially differ jrom 
your subsequent management, in which you endeavor 
to make it appear, that as it is consistent, both with 
the power and goodness of God, that man should ex- 
perience temporal unhappiness, it follows, of course, 
that it may be consistent with the divine power and 
goodness, that unbappiness should endure eternally. 
If this reasoning be correct, Sir, you are on tenable 
ground; if not, all you have said op the subject will 
vanish the moment we approach it, and on the slight- 
est touch of reasoning will disappear. 

In the first place let us try your reasoning by its le- 
gitimate conclusions. What are the premises? An- 
swer; Because it is consistent with the power and 
goodness of God for suffering to continue for a season, 
it follows of necessary Consequence, that it is cunsis- 
tent for suffering to contiuue eternally. Well, Sir, 
was il not cousisteut with the power aud goodness of 
God, that his holy child, Jesus, should, for a season, 
be “‘a man of sorrow and acquainted with giief?” 
This you will allow. But will you abide by your prem- 
ises, and say, that i: follows of necessary consequence, 
that it is consistent with the power aud goodness of 
God for Jesus to remain to all eternity, a man of sor- 
row and acquainted with grief? If a self contradicto- 
ry proposition will assist you to see the impropriety of 
your reasoning, we will suppose that the doctrine of 


eternal misery is true. ‘hen the reasoning runs thus; 


; 
If it be consistent with the power and goodness of God 
for me to believe the error of Universal Salvation fora 
season, and for a season to rejoice iu it, it follows ne- 
cessarily, that it is consistent with the power aud 
goodness of God, for me to continue thus to believe 


and im this belief to rejoice to all eternity! Or to 





change the preinises, we may say, the doctrine of Uni- 
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versal Salvation is frie: ae, et the reaso 

thus; If it be consistent with the power add PBodness | 
of God for you and many others to disbelieve it for a 
season, and for a season to contend against it, it follows 
necessarily, that it is consistent with the divine power 


and goodness, for you and others to continue to all | 'disposed to deliver him into your hands. 


oternity to disbelieve and oppose it! 












Chok one’ @hc a 
A Hint to the Orthodox. 


Bretbren,—I have detected an Ephraimite, and am 
And if you 
| will take the hint from me, and place yourselves at 


Is it possible for a scholar, of your te ame not. the passage where I have stopped this one, you may 


to know, that you have left out of your reasonin 


» On ' make yourselves sure of all your enemies, the Unita- 


this subject, the only fact, which can ever jontify ‘the | Tians, for they, notwithstanding all their free will and 
al understanding of man? You may adopt, Sir, as' | mde! 


many propositions as yon please, you may believe | 


{ 


You will recollect, 















\. When Mr. Sewall said ah & we begin to live 
there is nothing in our moral frame which is itself 
wrong, or must necessarily produce sin,” he aimed a 
decisive blow at the doctrine of necessily ; but by his 


‘reasoning, which we have just noticed, he has com- 


pletely overthrown his statement, and established the 


' doctrine of necessity, beyond doubt or scruple. He 


. . , : 
whatever you may imagine, with regard to the holiness eave the public to understand what the scripture means 
of God or the bliss of an eternal state, unless you al-| by saying that “‘Ephraim feedeth on wind, and follow- , 


low that the temporal infelicities of this mortal state | eth after the east wind.” 


The air has been put in mo- | 


are wisely designed for the good of those beings who! _ tion in the town of Amherst, N. H. and the Ephraimites 
suffer them, it is impossible to justify the moral charac: | have quite a nourishing, wind in that place. They 
ter of him “twho worketh all things after the counsel | have persuaded the Universalists to join them to op-; 


of his own will.” 


pose the orthodox; and these Universalists are now 


Will you, Sir, undertake to inform me of the ground | endeavoring to partake of their airy food. 


on which I may safely depend on the goodness of a be- 
ing, who has voluntarily subjected me to sufferings, | Amherst, 


In Mr. Edmund Q. Sewali’s Sermon, delivered in 
N. H. on Lorn’s Day, June 25th, 1825: 


which he knew would, to me, be an evil productive of } the design of which is to disprove your belief of ** na- 


no good? 


An evil which I suffer for a season, which | tive hereditary depravily,” the author says, 


on page Ist, 


terminates in the end to my advantage, is not, on the | ‘‘When we begin to live there is nothing in our moral 
whole, a real evil to me, provided my gain in the end ; frame which is itself wrong, or must necessarily pro- 


overbalances my sufferings. In order, therefore, for } duce sin.” 
you to maintain your statement, that a temporal evil is | ' Gileadi te? 


as truly an evil as an eternal one would be, you must, 
at least prove, that the temporal evil cannot, even by 
the overruling hand of God, finally issue in the benefit 
ofthe sufferer, To take such a revo!lting proposition 
for granted, without any proof, betrays an impiety to- 


wards God, which seems willing to rob him of the 


\is very obvious, that none are entirely vicious, and that | ! 


} 


t 


Is this Shibboleth? and is this preacher a 
Then let him pass! (Judges xii. 6.) But 
‘try himagain. On pages 4, 5, he labors to show, what 


none are wholly virtuons. He says; ‘We are greatly | 


jdeceived by the popular theological division of our 


race into two classes, 


‘strait and inflexible—The world contains no such be- 


most amiable features of his moral character, and an, 


inveteracy towards mankind, 


which would blindly in- ' 


volve its possessor in that wild depair which he unspar- | 


ingly deals out to others. 
How can you, my brother, afler denying me an 
heavenly Father, find one for vourown repose: H. B. 
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OPINIONS. 








‘*For the most part people are heir opinions, 
eth Pitihin born te their opinione, | There is as much evidence of a partial depravity iv | 


and never question the truth of what their family, or 
their country, or their party profess. 
minds as they do their bodies, after the fashion in 
vogue, not one ofa hundred ever examines their prin- 
ciples. It is suspected of lukewarniness to suppose ex- 
aciination necessary, and it will be charged as a ten- 
Gency to apostacy if we go about to examine them. 
Persons are applauded for presuming they are in the 
right, and (as Mr. Locke saith) he that considers and 
inquires into the reason of things. is counted a foe to 
orthodoxy, because possibly he may deviate from some 
And thus men without any 
industry or acquisition of their own (lazy and idle as 
they are) inherit local truths, i. e. the truths of that 
place where they live, and are inured to assent with- 


i 
Dr. Watis. 


out evidence.”? 


of the received doctrines, 


———D 2+ ae 


ACCIDENT. 

On Saturday afternoon a boat on an excursion of 
pleasure, was capsized by a sudden gust of wind off 
Point Shirley, in this harbor ; and we are sorry to state, 
that David Patten, James Gilson, Wiliam Story and 
Charles James, were drowned. We understand that 
they were all Stone Cutters, in the employment of the 
Boston Soap Stone Manufacturing Company. ‘There 
were five persons in the boat ; the one saved was pick- 
ed up by a packet, which went to their relief. They 
were all steady and industrious nen, and we under- 
stand have left many relatives and friends to mourn 
their loss. Er. Qa. 


They clothe their | 


ings as the saints and siuners descrived in many Ser- 
mons and painted in many Tracts and Magazines. — 
Look abroad for yourselves, brethren, and tell me if | 





‘contends that all men are more or less sinful. This 
establishes the doctrine, that men are sinvers necessa- 
rily. Ifuot, how does he know that some are not en- 
tirely holy ? Whatever is acknowledged to be universal, 
and invariable, except in degree, must be allowed to 


no doubt, that some time past I 'be the effect of necessity, and unavoidable. 
b ‘ 


On the other hand, Mr. Sewall establishes the doc- 
trine of necessity, by supporting the idea that there is 
‘not a sinner in the world, who is tolally depraved.— 
(For if wicked men are not necessarily righteous, in’de- 
gree, how can he know that some are not fofally de- 
ipraved? A man cannot exist without size or dimen- 
sion. Some are larger than others. 
cover the doctrine of physical necessity. 
cauvnot exist withoul some degree of moral righteous- 
ness, on the one hand wor without some degree of sip, 
on the other, this establishes the doctrine of moral 
or it would seem impossible to state apy 


In this we dis- 
So if men 


necessity ; 


‘premises which would afford such a conciusion. 


Mr. Sewall allows the doctrine of necessity and of 
total depravity, in the following statement, on page 
4th. “Where is the man, concerning whom il is trae, 


‘that since he was born he has had in his mind nothing 


you can discover among the good, one who has ceased | 


to be frail, and incapable of becoming evil—take the | 


| account which men give you of themselves—take their 


/ 
} 
} 
! 
} 
} 
| 


} 
| 


‘corruption in those reputed pious men. 


own judgments of their own characters— Will you con- | had, chosen was a devil, how 
‘clude that any are totally holy? 


Bat is itfair to pro- 
nounce all who may be sinners totally depraved, when | 


sure, and in his conduct nothing right?) You cannot 
‘find such a being; this may be the description of a 


os? 


devil, but not of a man.” In several ways, does the 


: : -  jabo ; nt establish the doctrine of necessity.— 
between which is drawn a line above stateme m r ae 


| ist. By denying the possibility of total depravity to 
i'man, and secondly, by aliowing its existence in anoth- 
For if a devil be totally depraved, 
Ilere then, 


er being. his sin- 
fulness must be the effect of necessity. 
the doctrine of uecessty and of total depravity is al- 
lowed. 

that one of the twelve whom he 
does Mr. 


‘that this man was not fofaily depraved ? 


As our Saviour said, 
Sewall know 
if total de- 


pravity be the necessary characteristic of a devil would 


you dare not pronounce all who are saints /o/a/ ly pure. 2} | the divine teacher c: ill a man, W ho he knew po ssessed 


the one case, as of a partial holiness in the other.— 
There are as may proofs ofa little remaiuing good in 


some moral virtues, a devil ? 
Now, brethren, | bave delivered this Pphraimite into 


/your hands, and you have beard him prouewice his 


those who pass for wicked men, as of some remaining | 


It is as cor 
rect to esteem the latter entirely holy, as to esteem 


the former entirely depraved. The fact is, there are 


'no unmixed characters among men.” 





The amount of the foregoing reasoning is piainly 
this, al} men, as they come forward in life, and exhibit 
themseives on the great theatre of action, are more or 
less sinful. None are entirely free from siv, and with 
ihis acknowledged fact he enforces his main argumert, 
which is directed to show that none are entirely sinful. 
Perhaps you will say that although you are altogether 
opposed to his conclusion, yet you dare not deny his 
premises. You cannot say that those whom you call 
righteous, are so without fault ; nor can you say that 
those, whom you denominate wicked, are in no dan- 
gerofadding to their guilt. But to conclude from this, 
that the wicked are not fofaily deprared, which seems 
io be a necessary conclusion, you are not prepared, 
because that denies a capital item in your creed. But, 
brethren, you lose a fine opportunity of making your- 
selves entire masters of your opponents, by being con 
cerned about your creed. And in this lies your weak- 
ness. If your creed is good for any thing, it is in no 
danger of being refuted; but if it is good for nothing, 
the sooner you abandon i! the better. Let your creed 


alone, and when your enemy aims at you, with all 
his strength, a deadly thrust, be ready to take advan- 
tage of the seeutien posture and attitude in which his 
det ermined exertion places him. 





sbboleth, And this argument, in which we hud this 
Unitarian to contradict himself, is the pass where they 
must all come, and where you may certainly detect 
them. But let me admonish you not to forsake this 
ground, and undertake to pursue your adversaries .rom 
Dan to Beersheba, tor they will run with the swiitness 
of the wind, aud before you are aware, they will be 
beyond lindsé, out of your reach! 

There are a great many things in Mr. Sewall’s ser- 
mon, which are so manifestly true, that I do not won- 
der his friends requested it for the press. In fact al- 
most all his arguments seem to be self evident; but 
all such go to establish the doctrine of necessity; and 
if you will be advised not to oppose your opponents re- 
specting those things which scripture, reason and com- 
mon sense all evidently support, and use your abilities 
and learning to turn their general arguments to their 
legitimate results, you will disprove their scheme of 
agency, and establish the sovereignty of God and his 
moral government on tenable ground. It is true Mr. 
Sewall, towards the last of his very long sermon, seems 
to forget how to reason well, and runs on in the old 
Arminian style, as if his hearers lived as long ago ae 
the time of Arminius—He supposes that our eternal, 
or future state is to be wen by our probation ; but for- 
getting himself, he says; ‘“*None are good enough ; 
regenerate or unregenerate we al] come short of the 
mark of our high calling. » He might be asked who 
will be benefitted by a state of probation or by the 
works thereof, where all come short of the conditions 
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on which alone salvation is to be attained? But, 
Brethren, I advise you, by no means toattack your op 
ponents on questions of this nature, because the fact is 
you preach just so yourselves, and they will accuse 
you of it. No, keep the ground I have pointed out, 
and you wil! give them a defeat. 

If it were not for your doctrine of partial election, 
you might safely venture to call on your Arminian op- 
posers to show wherein their doctrine is one whit bet 
ter than the doctrine of Mahomet, or to show wherein 
“eternal life is the gift of God,” or bow it is that we 
are *“tsaved by grace, and not of works, lest any man 
should boast?” But the partiality af your creed so 
expozes you, that you must say nothing on these sub- 
jects. 

I have no disposition to deceive you. I know you 
cannot take the advantage, which I have pointed out, 
unless you come on to the ground of Universalism ; for 
if you attempt it on your scheme of election, they will 
do as they always have done, they will put your eyes 
out with the dust rising from the partiality of your 
creed. But as you have often said, that you would 
sooner embrace Universal Salvation than yield to the 








not the gospel? Here is the plainest reference t6 the | Arminians, especially the Methodists, look, as to an ora- 
above Jewish maxim: and this, it appears, was found- | cle, for the interpretation of scripture. That no mis- 
ed upon the text which St. Peter immediately quotes.” takes may occur, we have included the extracts with 

3. And if the righteous scarcely be saved. ‘That is, the usual signs of quotation. Let it therefore be re- 
“if it shall be with eatreme difficully that Christians | membered, that it is not the enlightened, the learned, 
shall escape from Jerusalem, when the Roman armies | and the condid, among our Arminian opposers, who 
shall come against it, with the full commission to de | bring the above text, in support of future, unending 
stroy it, where shall the ungodly and the sinner ap- 'misery. The passage Cannot support such a doctrine, 


own outside holiness, and the profligate transgressor of 


‘every man;” but not one of the Jews escaped, 
whether found in Jerusalem or elsewhere.” 

“It is rather strange, but it is a fact, that this verse 
is the Septuagint translation of Prov. xi. 31. ‘ Behold, 
the righteous shal) be recompensed in the earth ; much 
more the wicked and the sinner.’ For this, the Sep- 





tusgint and St. Peier have, ‘If the righteous scarcely 
| be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner ap- 
;pear?? Such a latitude of construction can hardly be 
laccounted for. The original Hebrew is this; hen 


pear? Where chall the proud Pharisaic boaster, in his | 


Arminians, you never can have a better opportunity to ¢sadik baarets yeshallum, aph ki rasha vechote ; i. e- 
ewbrace the truth, with a becoming grace, than to do| Behold, to the righteous it shall be returned on the 
it in the way to give your old adversarics a compelete | earth ; aid also to the wicked and the transgressor.” 
and final defeat. By doing this you may so manage a8| ‘The Chaldee Paraphrast bas given this a different 
to make it appear to the world as if you had, of your-' turn:—‘ Behold, the righteous shall be strengthened 
selyes and by your researches, discovered the truth ; in the earth; but the ungodly and the sinners shall 





and then you can go on and compel the Arminians to 
become your disciples. In this way you would turn 
your eminent taleuts and extensive scholarship toa 
good account, and make them serviceable to your- 
selves and community. But if you refuse this advice, 
because you cannot embrace it without acknowledg- 
ing the doctrine of Universal Salvation, against which 


‘be consumed from the earth.’ 

| The Syreae thus: ‘If the righteous scarcely live, 

| (he ungodly and the sinner where shall he stand ?” 
**The Arabic is nearly the same as the Septuagin#;”” 

| (i. e. the old Greek version of the Old Testament, so 

| called, as being supposed to be the work of 70 inter- 

| preters,) and the Apostle and the Vulgate, (i. e. the 


you have said and done many hard and wrong things, | Jaton version of the Bible, authorized by the Church 


you must continue to be mortified by seeing your ene- 
mies within your. power, without daring to improve 


such an advantage, and also of s+cing the prosperity of 


Universal Grace and Salvation, the exertion of your 
talents and learning to the contrary notwithstanding ! 


H. B. 








From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 


A Few Remarks on 1 Peter iv. 17, 18. 


1. For the time is come, that judgment must begin 
at the house of God. ‘This does uot allude to the con- 





of Rome.) follow the Hebrew. 
**] have, on several occasions, shown, that when Ces- 


| tius Gallus came against Jerusalem, many Christians 


were shut upin it ; when he strangely raised the siege, 


"S*/ the Christians immediately departed to Pella, in Cazlo- 


| 


syria, into the dominion of King Agrippa, who was an 
ally of the Romans ; and there they were in safety ; 
and it appears from the ecclesiastical historians, that 
, they had but barely time to leave the city before the 


| Romans returned under the command of Titus, and 
} never left the place till they had desfroyed the temple, 
‘razed the city to the ground, slain upwards of a mil- 





unless it can ve shown, that the future world will be 
like the present, and the character and condition of 


the laws of God, show themselves, as having escaped | men be the same, only that, being immortal in that 
the Divine vengeance?. The Christians, though with | 
difficulty, did escape,’ and were preserved or saved, ' 


state, their felicities or miseries will be endless. But 
such evidence has not been produced ; neither can it be 
found in the Scriptures of trath. 








NEW PUBLICATION, 


Alden Bradford, of this city, proposes to publish, by 
subscription, the course of Lectures on Theology and 
Christian Doctrine, lately delivered by him at the Pan- 
theon. The work is to be an octavo volume of 300 pa- 
ges, and is offered to subscribers at the low price of 
$1,50.— Courier. 


aD 2 a 
EXCOMMUNICATION, 


Mrs. Mahala Gray has been lately excommunicated 
from the congregational church inlartford,N.Y.for pro- 
fessing a belief in the doctrine of the restitution of al} 
things. Her exemplary and christian conduct is ac- 
knowledged by all who know her. Her letter to the 
church we are not ableto lay before our readers a: 
present for want ofroom.—Candid Examiner, 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
PERSECUTION. 


As it is considered of importance to ascertain the 
real causes of those evils and calamities, which : Mici 
human nature, in order the better to understand their 
proper remedies, it is unquestionably the duty of the 
friends of mankind to endeavor to discover the ree! 
cause of a persecuting disposition on acconnt of reli- 
gion. A superficial attention to the history of those 
bloody persecutions, which have inflicted misery, tor- 
ture and death, with every possible aggravation which 
the fruitful invention of a wicked hierarchy were able 
to putiuto operation, on many millious of human be- 


cerns of a future state of existence, as will be evident 1on of those wretched people, and put an end to their ings, must very much enforce on our minds the neces- 


from the following considerations. ‘* Our Lord had 
predicted that, previously to the destruction of Jerusa 
lem, his own followers would have to endure various 
calamities; see Mat. xxiv. 9, 21,22. Mark xiii, 12, 
13. Jobn xvi. 2, &c. Here his true disciples are cal 
led the house, or family of God. ‘That the converted 
Jews suffered much from their own brethren, the zea- 
lots or factions into which the Jews were at that tiaie 
divided, needs little proof: aud some interpreters 
think this was in conformity to the purpose of God, 
Mat. xxiii. 35. (That on you may come all the righ- 
teous blood shed from the foundation of the world.) — 
But, probably the word krioma, which we here trans- 
late judgment, may mean no more than affliction and 
distress; for it was a Jewish maxim that, when God 
was about to pour down some general judgment, he 
began with afflicting bis own people-(the house of God) 


in order to correct and amend them; that they might | 


be prepared for the overflowing scourge.” This *‘geo- 
eral judgment,” therefore, related to the trials and af- 
flictious which came upon Jewish christians, as well as 
tbe indescribable calamities upon their enemies, whieh 
immediately followed. 

2. And if it first begin at us, &ce. That is, if the 
« Jews who have repented and believed on the Son o! 
God,” must share so largely in the storm of troubles 


which is near at band, ‘“*What shall the end be o/ 


them, the Jews, who continue impenitent, and obey 


i civil, political and ecclesiastical state.” So we see 


where those ungodly and sinful beings appeared. They, 
were annoyed by troubles within, and encompassed by 
enemies without. All aroundthem was guilt, misery, 


lation of sorrows, multitudes suffered and perished. We 
discover no propriety or necessity for explaining the 
above text, with reference in a fututre state of ex- 


tians and unbelievers, to which we have adverted, af- 
ford us an easy and rational interpretation. We dis- 
cover that whiie the followers of Christ were scarcely 
preserved, amid extreme trials and difficulties the un- 
| godly foes of the Cross appeared in unutterable anguish 
aud sorrows: asthe history of those times does abun- 
dantly prove. 

We would suggest to friend ** Waterman,” that, very 
probably, when he shows these remarks to some of his 
| Arminian neighbors, they will condemn the whole, at 
once, as being a manifest perversion of the sacred text. 
Some of them, especially unlearned preachers, may 
cowplain bitterly, because we have alluded to the 
original of the text ; and accuse us, assuch men fre- 
quently do, of attempting to evade the meaning, by a 
pedantick display of human learning. But, if such 
should be the case, G. V. W. is authorized to reply 
that, in the foregoing remarks, we have carefully fol- 
lowed Dr. A. CLARKE, a commentator, to whom the 








desolation, and slaughter. In the midst ofan accumu- | 


istence. ‘The circumstances of the Jews, both chris- | 





sity of an.efectual remedy for such a dire calamity. 
We stop far short of our object, if we say that this 
evil has its origin in those intolerant laws, pursuant to 
which the torch of persecution has been lit, and the 
fagot and stake combined. Those laws must have 
been produced by the spirit, genius and disposition 
which correspond in character with the evil of which 
we speak. Nor does it seem fully to satisfy this ingui- 
ry to say, that it is the natural badness of the human 
heart, which lies at the bottom of this monster among 
evils; because it is very cerlain that man, in a state 
of simple nature, antaught in any system of theology, 
has ne disposition to persecute. Where then shall we 
find that egg of the Cockatrice, which breaks out into 
such a venomous viper? This question is not stated 
with any design to give offence to any, nor is the an- 
swer here stated for such an unworthy purpose; the 
ebject is a radical cure of the malady. Itis, undoubt- 
edly, the erroneous belief, that the supreme Ruler of 
the universe is possessed of a certain kind of holiness, 
which requires him to treat those of his creatures, who 
embrace capital errors, with unmercilul vengeance. 
With such a sentiment as ie above stated, persecu- 
tion seems perfectly to agree. If our heavenly Father 
has revealed to us that it is required by his divine ho- 
liness, that heretics must suffer his vindictive wrath 
eternally, it must appear very inconsistent for the 


| friends of this our Father in heayen to tolerate this her- 
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esy which to him is so ivfinitely offensive. Within the 
reach of human means what can better resemble the 
hereafter state of torment, to which it is believed the 
divine Being will consign heretics, than the stake sur- 
rounded with flaming fagots? 

To make these suggestions still more evident let the 
subject be reversed, and suppose that our heavenly 
Father is possessed of a disposition efitirely different 
from the former statement, that he has ‘“‘compassion on 
the iguorant and on them that are out of the way,” 
that he has destined all his rational creatures to the 
enjoyment of himself forever, that agreeably to such a 
purpose he kindly regards his whole creation, and 
withholds nothing from any which can possibly contri 
bute to their benefit; how could we make persecution 
to agree with such a belief? Surely such a belief 
must tend to humanize the heart, and to render us 
compassionate one to another. 

It seems unnecessary to raise arzuments.to show.that 
as long as that doctrine is nourished in society, which 
we have just found to be the natural cause of persecu- 
tion, there must remain danger of its malignant effects ; 
for even in this happy land, we do not owe our re- 
prieve from this evil to a radical cure, but to those mul- 
liplied sects, which prevents any one frem having the 
power which was formerly exercised by the standing 
order, which was more numerous than all the rest. 

H. B. 








TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 


Henry Bowen, the present proprietor of this Paper, 
informs his friends that he has taken into Copartner- 
ship Mr. Joan D. Cusmine of Salem, Mass. under the 
firm of Bowen & Cusasine, who, having united their 
offices, are enabled to execute all kinds of BOOK and 
JOB PRINTING, ina neat and handsome style, at 
short noticc. 

The 8th volume of the Universalist Magazine will 
commence on the 24th June nex* with such improve 
ments in its appearance as circumstances will permit ; 
and we hope that our friends, who feel interested in the 
cause of truth, will use their best endeavors to increase 
our list of sabscribers. 

The Magazine will be Edited, as heretofore, by Brs. 
Il, BAtnovu, H. BAtiovu, 2d. & T. Warrrremone. 

We would remind those who are in arrears for the 
Magazine that it is indispensably necessary they should 
forward the amount due, previous to the close of the 
present volume, June 17, 1826. 


(<> Editors of the Universalist Papers would confer 
a favor, by inserting the above. 








FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


Moral Agency. 


In Mr. Edmund Q. Sewall’s Sermon, delivered in 
Amherst, N. H. on Lord’s Day, June 25th, 1825, of 
which some notice has been taken on the 2d page of 
this number—we find the following on page 19, “To 
make a proper moral agent there must be all the pow- 
er of whatever kind that is requisite for the perfor- 
mance of duty.” 

Now if we allow this Arminian his own definition of 
a moral agent is he not bound to abide by it? But the 
fact is, it we allow this definition it at once blots out 
of existence the moral agency which he and al] Ar- 
minians wish to maintain, ' 

Let us try his statement ia relation to the first and 
great commandment; **Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind.” Without attempting to define the 
possible distinctions which may properly be made be- 
tween heart, soul & mind, it seems necessary to admit 
ibat a man may possess all these and not obey the 
command, for if this were not the case even disobe- 
dience could not be charged against him. | 

Let us next inquire, by what means is it possible for 
this man to be brought to obey this command and love 


bis God according to its requirement ? Wil! our Ar- 
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minian brother allow us to answer in scripture Jan: 
guage? Then we say; ‘*We love him because he first 
loved us." What power but the power of God’s love, 
when manifested to our understanding, can produce in 
us the love required of us. That this subject may be 
clearly understood, we will ask if it be possible, in the 
nature of things, for man to love God while he does 
not know him? Or, to vary the question while we 
preserve its power, is it possible for man to love God 
with all bis heart, and with all his soul, and with all his 
mind, while he is fearfully tormented with the belief, 
that God is full of what is called divine vengeance, 
and that his vindictive wrath is burning against him? 
Taking it for granted that this is not possible, we ask 
Mr. Sewall whether this man, while circumstanced as 
above stated, is a moral agent? Does he, circum- 
stanced as he is, possess all the power of whatever 
kind that is requisite for the performance of duty’? We 
really and sincerely wish to know how the Arminians 
are to answer these queries. They talk much about 
common sense, they say a great deal about rational 
christzanily, they earnestly contend that we should 
use our reason in matters of religion and religious 
opinions. May we not hope then that some of them 
will condescend to answer these questions in a way 


that our reason can judge and determine what they 
mean? 
A dispute of this nature ought not to be about words. 


We have no objection to the term moral agent, if the 
thing meant by it be a reality; but if we allow Mr. 
Sewall’s exposition, the fact is there is no such being 
as a moral agent, unless he be obedient; and this is 
not what he means. He means to maintain that mor- 
al agents may be disobedient. 

Although we wish to be cautious not to say so 
much on this subject as to confuse the mind of the 
reader, we wish just to add the following remarks, 
which appear to us to agree with reason and common 
sense. If man possess a moral agency is not our Crea- 
tor the author of it? This we apprehend wiil be con- 
ceded. Did our Creator design man’s moral agency 
for any definite purpose? This must also be granted. 
Is it possible that this moral agency should effect any 
thing which its author did not design, or fail of effect- 
ing all which he did design in‘itscreation? We think 
that to say God bas created any thing which will, in 


its operations, defeat his design, is to deny his divine 
prescience. H. B 








THE GRAVES OF A HOUSEHOLD. 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 


They grew in beauty, side by side, 
They fill’d one house with glee— 
Their graves are sever’d far and wide, 

By mount, and stream, and sea! 


The same fond mother bent at night 
O’er each fair sleeping brow ; 

She had each folded flower in sight— 
Where are those dreamers now? 


One, ’midst the forests of the west, 
By a dark stream is laid— 

The Indian knows his place of rest, 
Far in the cedar shade. 


The sea, the blue lone sea, hath one, 
He lies where pearls lie deep; 

He was the lov’d of all, yet none 
O’er his low bed may weep. 

One sleeps where southern vines are dress’d 
Above the noble slain, 

He wrapp’d his colors round his breast, 
Qn a blood red field of Spain. 

And one—o’er her the myrtle showers 
Its leaves, by soft winds fann’d ; 

She faded midst Italian flowers, — 
The Jast of that bright band. 

And parted thus, they rest who play’d 
Beneath the same green tree, 

Whose voices mingled as they pray’d 
Around one parent knee ! 

They that with smiles lit up the hall, 
And cheer’d with song the hearth-~ 

Alas for love if thou wert all, 

"And nought"beyond on earth ! 


MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. Stephen W. Trowbridge to 
Miss Sarah E. Murdock. Mr. Asa Bird to Miss Cece- 
lia V. Honnewell. Mr. Edmund Badger to Miss Su- 
san Turell, all of Boston. 

In Roxbury, Mr. Theodore Tuttle to Miss Sally God- 
dard, both of Roxbury. 


DIED IN THIS CITY, 

Winthrop Gould, 9 months. Robert T. Wade, 2 
years. Sarah Rhoades, 83 years. Hannah Currant, 
18 years. Caroline Thatcher 6 months. Sarah C. 
Morton, 8 years. James Parmenter, 31 years. Olive 
Taylor, City poor, Margaret Ross, do. Alice Bates, do. 
Catherine Harrington, 12 months. Naomi A. Driscoll, 
66 years. Catherine Frazer, 5 years. George G. 
Eaton, 4 years. Mary Quincy, 55 years. Thomas B. 
Mair, 9 months. Mary Shed, 46 years. Asa Bullard, 
61 years. Joseph Burk, 9days. George T. Thatcher, 
4weeks. Ellen McClue,2i months. Anthony Paine, 
City poor, Sylvia Garden do. Henry Thomas, do.— 
Enoch Hale, 28 years. Eliza F. Bell, 7 years. Lucy 
Ann Hager, 1! months. Margaret R. Keith, 6 weeks. 
Mary Walton Spinney, 11 weeks.—Cily Record. 











(<PSERMONS, of Rev. H. Ballou, for Sale at this 
Office, on the following texts; 


“Verily, verily, | say unto thee, except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’’-John 
iii. 3. 

**() Israel, thy prophets are like tbe foxes in the de- 
sert.”°— Ezekiel xiii. 4. 

“And | will give you pastors according to mine 
heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and un- 
derstanding.” —Jer. iii. 15. 

“For thus saith the Lord of Hosts, Yet once, it is a 
little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the 
earth, and the sea, and the dry land ; and | wili shake 
all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come : 
and | will fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.’’— Haggai. ii. 6, 7. 

“And thou shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in the 
place which he shall choose to place his name there, 
the tythe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and 
of the firstlings of thy herds, and of thy flocks ; that 
thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God always.”’ 
—Deut. xiv. 23. 


‘sHow dreadful is this place ! this is none other but 
the house of God, and this is the gate of Heaven.”’—— 
Gen. xxviii. 17. 


‘‘Whereunto I am odained a preacher.”—1. Tim, 
ii. 7. 

“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith ; who, for the joy that was set before him, endur- 
ed the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.”»—Heb. xii. 2. 


“For, behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an 
oven ; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wicked- 
ly, shall be stubble ; and the day that cometh shall 
burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave 
them neither root nor branch.”’-. Mal. iv. 1. 


‘And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us 
to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation: to wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imput- 
ing their trespasses unto them ; and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, us though God did beseech you 
by us : we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled 
to God.” —2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20. 


“Therefore | took them away as | saw good.””— 
Ezek. xvi. last of 50. 

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”—Rom. 
v. &. 

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope.”—1 Thes iv. 13, 

‘‘Marvel not at this ; for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth ; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”—Johu v,. 
28, 29. eo 

+¢+He will rest in his love,’*?— Zeph. iii. part 17. 

‘Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and say- 


jest thou, who toached me ??’—Mark vy. 31. 


The above sixteen Lectures. can be obluined at the 
moderate sum of One Dollar,— Or, 12}.cents single. 





+ .4lso, Sermons by Rev. D. Pickering, and others, 





Anbar 





